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Safe Environment Mandates

As a response to the Bishops' Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People established in 2002, Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio has set forth the following mandates for any person in a parish and/or school who volunteers with children.

All persons must fulfill three requirements before they begin their service or employment.

• Attend a VIRTUS - "Protecting God»s Children for Adults** workshop

• Sign a Code of Conduct Acknowledgement Form

• Authorize a Criminal Background Screening

VIRTUS - "Protecting God's Children for Adults"

The VIRTUS program for adults is a three-hour live awareness session instructing adults of the

Church that to protect children you must have continuous awareness and vigilance. This awareness session makes trainees understand the signs of child sexual abuse, the methods and means by which offenders commit abuse, and five empowerment steps one can use to prevent child sexual abuse.  Pre-register for a session online at www.virtus.org.  Click on Registration to start the process. Choose Brooklyn NY (Diocese) as your organization.  If you have already attended a session, log on and print out the attendance confirmation certificate.  If you do not have a password call 1-888-847-8870 for assistance.
Code of Conduct

The Code of Conduct is a document, which acknowledges the importance of legal, professional and responsible conduct of all who work with children and young people. All volunteers are required to read the Code of Conduct and to sign a Statement of Acknowledgement Form. The

Code of Conduct is distributed at all VIRTUS workshops.

Background Search Authorization

All volunteers are also required to have a criminal background screening completed before they start their service. These forms are also distributed at all VIRTUS workshops. The searches are done through LexisNesris. All information is kept confidential and if a positive result is returned, the pastor/administrator will be notified and appropriate steps will be taken.

